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Jean de Vaudetar presents the
Bible Historiale to Charles V 

(The Hague, Museum
Meermanno-Westreenianum, 

MS 10 B 23, fol. 2v; Paris, 1372)



• Bible de Saint-Jean d’Acre (Acre, ca. 1250-54) Paris, Arsenal, Ms. 5211
• Bible du XIIIe siècle (Paris, ca. 1280) New York, Morgan Library, M. 494
• Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César (Northern France, ca. 1250-75) The Hague, 

KB, Ms. 78 D 47
• Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César (Acre, ca. 1285) London, BL, Add. 15268
• Gautier de Coincy, Miracles de Nostre Dame (Soissons, ca. 1260-70) Saint 

Petersburg, NRL, Ms. Fr. F. v. XIV. 9
• Grandes Chroniques de France (Paris, ca. 1275-80 and ca. 1310-20) Paris, 

Bibliothèque Sainte Geneviève, Ms. 782
• Agravain, Queste del Saint Graal, Mort d’Artu (Thérouanne, ca. 1290-1300) 

New Haven, Yale University, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 
Ms. 229

• Roman d’Alexandre (Thérouanne, Saint-Omer or Reims, ca. 1290s) Berlin, 
Kupferstichkabinett, Ms. 78 C 1

• Brunetto Latini, Li libres dou tresor (Thérouanne / Saint Omer, ca. 1300-
1310) Saint Petersburg, NRL, Ms. Fr. V. III.4

• Lancelot propre (Picardy, ca. 1310-15) New York, Morgan Library, Ms. M. 
805

• Vie de Sainte Benoîte d’Origny (Picardy, ca. 1312-14) Berlin, 
Kupferstichkabinett, Ms. 78 B 16

• Estoire del Saint Graal (Paris, ca. 1310-20) Saint Petersburg, NRL, Ms. F. f. v. 
XV. 5



‘The texts and manuscripts of historical writing in medieval French are 
intimately bound up in a complex and disorienting web of linguistic, 
literary, and cultural threads that require to cast aside and revise modern
conceptions of language, literary history, national identity, and nationhood. 
One of the keys to understanding the nature of these kinds of texts is
precisely an awareness of why they are necessary and how they functioned
as a means of legitimizing political, territorial and cultural claims. Yet if
medieval manuscripts and other artifacts were functional in this sense, 
many were also created as objects of admiration and beauty. It is therefore
no surprise to behold the riches of an exhibition that might be retitled (for
the purposes of this essay at least) “Imagining the Past in Medieval 
Francophonia’. 

Keith Busby, “Vernacular Literature and the Writing of History in Medieval 
Francophonia” (p. 40)



Hugo Buchthal (1909-1996)Fritz Saxl (1890-1948)



Bible du XIIIe siècle
(New York, Morgan Library, M. 494, 

fol. 151r)

Bible de Saint Jean d’Acre
(Paris, Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal, ms. 

5211, fol. 53r)



Shah Abbas Bible [Maciejowski / Morgan Bible] 
(New York, Morgan Library, M. 638, fols. 9v-10r)

Brugges, ca. 1250



Biblia de Alfonso X de Castilla
(Escorial, I.I.6) Ca. 1250

Estoria de la Biblia
(Évora, BP, ms. CXXV/2-3, fol. 4v). Ca. 1340



Old English Hexateuch

(London, BL, Cotton MS 
Claudius B IV, fol. 19r)

Canterbury, 2nd quarter 11th c.

Junius Manuscript

(Oxford, Bodleian
Library, MS Junius 11, 

fol. 3r)
Canterbury, c. 1000

Herbal

(London, BL, Cotton MS 
Vitellius C. III, fol. 29v)
Winchester, early 11th c.







Holkham Picture Book 
(London, BL, Add. MS 47682, fol. 13r; ca. 1320-1330)

Grandes Heures de Rohan
(Paris, BnF, Lat. 9471, fol. 159r; ca. 1420)



“Latin is the language of the
Church, the university and the
chancery. The vernacular is the
language of the living experience
in the world” (p. 42)

“The preliminary question becomes: in what way was the exercise of 
Latin words and grammar on the subject of painting likely to affect 
people’s attitudes and notions about painting? (…) [I]t is clear too that 
humanists brought other things to painting than just Latin words and 
syntax. But (…) humanist criticism of painting is specially interesting as 
a linguistic case: here highly formalized verbal behaviour bears, with 
little inference, on the most sensitive kind of visual experience” (p. 7).
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Roma, San Clemente, Basilica Inferiore
(after Wilpert; c. 1078-1084)
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Henrich Thode (1857-1920)

Julius von Schlosser (1866-1938) Erich Auerbach (1892-1957)



“[Dante] leads all men into a realm
apart, where the air is not that of 
everyday earth. Not that the reality of 
life has vanished; it has grown doubly
plain and tangible. But the light is
different and the eyes must grow
accustomed to it; they must acquire a 
new and sharper vision which pases 
over no detail as unimportant, 
commonplace, or fragmentary; 
whatever appears in that place is
definitive and immutable, demanding
the fullest and more careful attention. 
Dante transports his listeners into a 
strange world so permeated by the
memory of reality that it seems that life
itself becomes a fragmentary dream; 
and that unity of reality and remoteness
is the source of its pyschological
power”.

Dante. Poet of the Secular World, trans. 
by Ralph Manheim (New York Review of 
Books, 2007 [1927]), p. 173.



St Albans Psalter (Dombibliothek Hildesheim, HS St. God. I, fols. 56v-57r) Ca. 1125-1130 



John of Worcester, Chronica
(Oxford, Corpus Christi College MS 157, fols. 382-383)

Worcester, ca. 1140





Liber Floridus

Lambert de Saint-Omer, Liber Floridus
(Ghent, UL, MS 92, fols. 138v, 153v and 207r)

Saint-Omer, 1121



Otto von Freising, Chronica sive Historia duabus civitatibus
(Jena, Thüringen Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek, 

Ms. Bos. q. 6, fols. 38v and 78v-79r)
Ca. 1157-1185



Enthronement of Henry VI by Celestin III
Petrus de Ebulo, Liber ad honorem Augusti

(Bern, Burgerbibliothek MS. 120 II, fol. 105r)
Palermo, 1197

Canossa, 1077
Vita Mathildis

(Vatican, BAV, Vat. Lat. 4922, fol. 49r)
Canossa, ca. 1115



Skylitzes, Synopsis (Madrid, BNE, ms. Vitr. 26-2)
Sicily, ca. 1125-1150



Alfonso II of Asturias and 
Emperor Alfonso VII of Castile and Leon

Tumbo A (Santiago, ACS, CF 34, fols. 2r and 39v)
Santiago, ca. 1129-1134

Ekkehard of Aura, 
Chronicle

(Cambridge, Corpus 
Christi, MS 373, fol. 24r)

Würzburg (?), 
ca. 1114-1125



Pseudo-Turpin
Codex Calixtinus (Santiago, ACS, CF, 14, fols. 162v-163r)

Santiago, ca. 1147-1154



Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César
(Chantilly, Musée Condé, MS 726, 

fols. 109r and 133v)

Guy de Montfort († 1291)



Historiae romanorum
(Hamburg, Staats-und Universitätsbibliothek, Cod. 151 in scrin.) 

Rome, c. 1280) 



Carpentras, BM, MS 1260, fol. 113v
Rome

The Hague,  KB, 78 D 47, fol. 122v
Alexander

From a bible historiale to a proper histoire ancienne

Dijon, BM, MS 562, fol. 96v
Troy 



1270-1280 1260-1291 1284-1310



Mapa

Contexts and images: The dissemination and variegated reception of the HAC (c. 1250-1400)

Histoire ancienne (HAC)
Roman de Troie (RT)
Faits des Romains (FR)
HAC + FR
HAC 2nd redaction



Jacques d’Antioche (trans.), Cicero, Rhetorica + Rhetorica ad Herennium
(Chantilly, Musée Condé, MS 433) Acre, 1282 



Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César 
(London, BL, Add. 15268, fol. 1v)

Acre, ca. 1285 

Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César 
(Dijon, BM, MS 562, fol. 170v)

Acre, ca. 1260-1270 



Chantilly, Musée Condé, MS 726, fol. 120v
Janus Temple

(cf. Paris, BnF, Fr. 17177, fol. 161r and Paris, 
BnF, Fr. 20125, fol. 279r)



Glass beaker
Aleppo (c. 1260)

Walters Art Museum
(Inv. 47.17)

Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César
Paris, BnF, Fr. 9685, fol. 84r



Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César 
(Paris, BnF, Fr. 1368, fols. 55v and 67r)



Ralph de Diceto, Imagines historiarum
(London, BL, Royal 13 E VI, fol. 1r)

St Albans, ca. 1199-1209

Matthew Paris, Historia Anglorum
(London, BL, Royal 14 C VII, fol. 138v)

St Albans, 1250-1259



Hesperie gesta dat in hoc libro manifesta,
Ut ualeat plura quis scire per ipsa futura.

Si capis, Hesperia, que dat tibi dona sophia
Regis, splendescet tibi fama decus quoque crescet.

Rex, decus Hesperie, thesaurus philosphie,
Dogma dat hyspanis; capiant bona, dent loca uanis.



Alfonso X of Castile, Estoria de Espanna
(Escorial, Y.I.2, fol. 5r) Seville, ca. 1270-1274

Histoire ancienne jusqu’à César
(Paris, BnF, Fr. 20125, fol. 340r) 

Acre, ca. 1287



Alfonso X, Cantigas de Santa María 
(Escorial, T.I.1, fols. 26v-27r)

Seville, ca. 1270-1280

Gautier de Coincy, Miracles
de Nostre Dame 

(Saint Petersburg, NRL, Ms. 
Fr. F. v. XIV. 9, fol. 144r) 
Soissons, ca. 1260-70

The saintly empress of Rome: A miracle in translation






